
Ownership of consumer goods in England, 1660-1760 
 

Lorna Weatherill published a major study of consumer behavior in late seventeenth and early eighteenth century England in 

1988, Consumer Behavior and Material Culture, 1660-1760.  The tables below summarize this work. They show the 

percentages of probate inventories in which the selected goods were recorded.  The tables below were published in Lorna 

Weatherill, “The Meaning of Consumer Behavior in late seventeenth- and early eighteenth century England,” John Brewer and 

Ropy Porter, eds., Consumption and the World of Goods, (London: Routledge, 19939, pp. 206-227.  Brewer and Porter’s 

volume contains twenty-five essays on early modern consumption in England, Europe and America. The volume played an 

important role in encouraging the study of consumption during the period associated with the beginning of industrialization. 
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 Table 10.8   Ownership of goods by selected occupation 

 
 



 
 



 


